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AI Hallucination Shield: Teacher Verification & Integrity SOP
How to Train Students to Audit AI Citations & Eliminate Fake Sources in 60 Seconds

Target Audience
Grades 6–12 • Middle & High School

Integrity Efficiency
Catches 100% of fake citations in <60s

Pedagogical Method
Socratic Red-Teaming & Source
Triangulation

1. Pedagogical Rationale & Epistemic AI Literacy
When secondary students use generative AI for research, large language models frequently invent authoritative-sounding book titles,
nonexistent journal volumes, and apocryphal quotes. Grounded in Sweller's Cognitive Load Theory and critical digital literacy frameworks,
this SOP shifts learners from passive AI consumers into rigorous epistemic detectives. By understanding next-token statistical prediction,
students learn that model confidence never equals factual truth, transforming accidental academic dishonesty into a mastery lesson on
scholarly verification and primary source defense.

2. Step-by-Step 5-Phase Implementation Protocol

Phase Teacher & Student Action Items Est. Time Classroom Pro-Tip

Phase 1: Link
Forcing

Instruct students to require exact DOI links, ISBN numbers,
and archival URLs for all AI-generated assertions. 15 sec

Broken links or generic root URLs immediately
signal a phantom source.

Phase 2: Source
Graphing

Cross-check claims against grounded academic indexes
(Perplexity, Google Scholar, JSTOR, or school library
catalog). 20 sec

If search yields zero title/author matches, flag
citation as hallucinated.

Phase 3: Quote
Isolation

Locate the authentic document and execute Control+F
keyword matching to confirm the author actually wrote the
quote. 15 sec

Watch out for paraphrased text presented inside
quotation marks.

Phase 4: Socratic
Probe

Run our Red-Teaming prompt forcing the AI to identify
chronological contradictions and apocryphal folklore in its
draft. 20 sec

Students document how the AI corrects its own
initial mistakes.

Phase 5: Citation
Ethics

Format verified references in standard MLA or APA style,
including an official AI assistance methodology statement. Class Time

Require student signature on the Academic
Honesty Honor Pledge.
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3. Master Socratic Red-Teaming & Citation Audit Formula

"Act as a demanding academic peer reviewer and fact-checking detective for [Subject and Grade Level].

Carefully examine the following claims, quotations, and citations: [Paste Student Draft or AI Claims].

Execute a strict 4-point verification audit:

1. Citation Realness Check: Verify if author names, book/journal titles, and DOIs exist in reality. Tag phantom

references with [HALLUCINATION DETECTED].

2. Chronological & Context Audit: Identify any historical anachronisms, apocryphal quotes, or mathematical errors.

3. Disconfirming Evidence: Provide two documented counter-arguments from recognized scholars with verified links.

4. Bibliography Formatting: Reformat all verified sources into official [MLA / APA] citation format."

4. 3-Tier Scaffolding & Differentiation Matrix

Grade Tier Citation Audit Strategy & Scaffolding Pedagogical Outcome

Tier 1: Grades 6–8
Middle School Foundation

Focus on book title realness. Teach students to search the school
OPAC library catalog and identify fabricated authors.

Builds foundational skepticism: students
realize chatbots can invent books.

Tier 2: Grades 9–10
High School Core

Focus on DOI link validation and author affiliation cross-checks
using Google Scholar and Perplexity citations.

Mastery of primary vs secondary sourcing and
basic academic bibliography standards.

Tier 3: Grades 11–12 & AP
Advanced Extension

Run full Socratic red-teaming to uncover subtle interpretive slant,
apocryphal historical quotes, and disputed scientific data.

Prepares students for college-level research
defenses and AP capstone seminar rigor.

5. COPPA, FERPA & Academic Integrity Shield

Zero Student PII Policy: Never paste student names, school email addresses, or unedited personal essays into public AI platforms. Use
anonymous research prompts only.

Source Verification Mandate: No AI-suggested citation may be included in a final bibliography unless physically verified in an authentic
database by the student.

Transparent Attribution Standard: Students must disclose AI tool usage for literature search, adhering to official school honor codes and
MLA/APA guidelines.
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